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Published on MuseScore (https://musescore.orq)

This handbook is for MuseScore version 2.0 and above. It is maintained by the MuseScore
community. Find out how you can help
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Install

You can get the Windows installer from thedownload page of the MuseScore website. Click on
the link to start the download. Your Internet browser will ask you to confirm that you want to
download this file. Click save File.

When the download finishes, double-click on the file to start the installation. Windows may
prompt you with a security window to confirm this before running the software. Click run to
continue, you'll then briefly see

Windows Installer

| Preparing to install ..
)
3
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https://musescore.org
https://musescore.org/en/node/2#Documentation
https://musescore.org/en/node/27

fi MuseScore 2 Setup =IE|£|

O\ Welcome to the MuseScore 2 Setup
Wizard

Please wait while the Setup Wizard prepares to guide you
through the installation.

Computing space reguirements

Back | [k | | Cancel I

In case you don't see this installer window but something else, it's possible that the .msi
extension is not associated with msiexec.exe. Either you can fix the association, or download
and use the portable version of MuseScore instead.

Continuing you'll see
iG]

)\ Welcome to the MuseScore 2 Setup
Wizard

The Setup Wizard allows you to change the way MuseScore
2 features are installed on your computer or to remove it
from your computer. Click Mext to continue or Cancel to exit
the Setup Wizard.

Back Mext Cancel

If you click cancel, here or later, you'll see:


https://musescore.org/en/node/58196#comment-268961
https://musescore.org/en/download/musescore-portable.exe

fi MuseScore 2 Setup =IE|£|

O\ MuseScore 2 Setup Wizard was
interrupted

MuseScore 2 setup was interrupted. Your system has not
been modified. To install this program at a later time, please
run the installation again. Click the Finish button to exit the
Setup Wizard.

Back I Finish I Zancel |

If instead you click next to continue, the setup wizard displays the terms of the free software
license.

i'-,% MuseScore 2 Setup - II:IIEI

End-User License Agreement "
Please read the following license agreement carefully rT-U

If you want to redistribute MuseScore, you must comply with ﬂ
the GHU General Public License (reproduced below). This
license applies to MuseScore with the following exception:

- If you create a document which uses fonts included in
MuseScore, and embed this font or unaltered portions of

this font intoc the document, then this font does not by

itzelf cause the resulting document to be covered by the

GNU General Public License. This exception does not however
invalidate any other reasons why the document might be

covered by the GHU General Public License. If you modify ;I

v ;[ accept the terms in the License Agreementi

Print | Back I Mext I Cancel |

Read the terms of the license, make sure the box next tor accept the terms in the License
Agreement is checked, and click next to continue. Next the installer will ask you to confirm the
location in which to install MuseScore.



5]
Destination Folder )
Click Mext to install to the default folder or didk Change to choose anather., mJ

Install MuseScore 2 to:

IC: \Program Files (x86)\MuseScore 24

Change... |

Back I Mext I Cancel |

If you are installing a newer version of MuseScore but still want to keep the old version on your
computer, then you should change the folder (note that MuseScore 2 can coexist with
MuseScore 1 with no changes needed). Otherwise click next to continue.

i'-;!;I* MuseScore 2 Setup

Ready to install MuseScore 2

SIEIET
A
MU

Click Install to begin the installation. Clidk Back to review or change any of your
installation settings. Click Cancel to exit the wizard.

Back I Install I Cancel

Click tnstall to continue.

Give the setup wizard a few minutes to install the necessary files and configurations. You'll see



=101 |
A
Installing MusaScore 2 rT-U

Please wait while the Setup Wizard installs MuseScore 2.

Status: Copying new files

|

Back [exk | | Cancel I

and finally
—ioix]

0\ Completed the MuseScore 2 Setup
Wizard

Click the Finish button to exit the Setup Wizard.

¥ Launch MuseScaore 2

Back I Finish I Zancel |

Click rinish to exit the installer. You may delete the installer file you downloaded.
Start MuseScore

To start MuseScore choose start » All Programs » MuseScore 2 » MuseScore 2.
Uninstall

You can uninstall on 32-bit Windows with

cd C:\Program Files\MuseScore



Uninstall.exe /S
and on 64-bit Windows with

cd C:\Program Files (x86)\MuseScore
Uninstall.exe /S

Troubleshooting

On Windows XP and Vista, the installer might be blocked by the system. If you don't manage to
install MuseScore, right click the downloaded file and click Properties. If there is a message
"This file came from another computer and might be blocked to help protect this computer,click
on "Unblock", "OK" and double click on the downloaded file again.

External links

e How to install MuseScore on Windows without administrator rights
e How to run MuseScore as Administrator on Windows
« How to change the lanquage in MuseScore

Do you have an unanswered question?Post it in the forum

fFLinux E& 3

With MuseScore 2.0.3 you can, for the first time, get hold of a copy for Linux straight from the
Downloads page, just like Windows and Mac users. This is possible thanks to theApplmage
packaging format, which runs on pretty much all Linux distributions. If you prefer, there is still the
option to get it the traditional way via your distribution's package manager (but you may have to
wait for it to get packaged by the relevant maintainer). Of course, you can always build from
source.

Applmage

The Applmage format is a new way of packaging Linux applications. Applmages are portable -
they don't have to be installed - and they run on pretty much any Linux distribution.
Dependencies are included in the one Applmage file.

Step 1 - Download

Before you download an Applmage, you need to know your processor's architecture. These
terminal commands will show it:

arch

or

uname -m

The output will be something like "i686", "x86 64" or "armv7":

e i686 (or similar) - 32 bit Intel/AMD processor. (Found on older machines.)

e x86_64 (Or similar) - 64 bit Intel/AMD processor. (Modern laptop and desktop computers,
most Chromebooks.)

e armv7 (Or later) - ARM processor. (Phones & tablets, Raspberry Pi 2/3 running Ubuntu
Mate, some Chromebooks. Usually 32 bit at present.)

Now you can head over to the Download page and find the Applmage that best matches your
architecture. Once downloaded, the file will be named "MuseScore-x.Y.z-$ (arch).AppImage".

Step 2 - Give execute permission

Before you can use the Applmage you need to give permission for it to be run as a program.

9


https://musescore.org/en/node/11193
https://musescore.org/en/node/16316
https://musescore.org/en/node/12678
https://musescore.org/zh-hans/forum
https://musescore.org/en/download
https://musescore.org/en/developers-handbook/compilation
http://appimage.org/
https://musescore.org/download

From the Terminal:

This command gives the user (u) permission to execute (x) the Applmage. It works on all Linux
systems.

cd ~/Downloads
chmod u+x MuseScore*.AppImage

Note: Use the "ed" command to change directory to wherever you saved the Applmage.
From a File Manager:

If you prefer to avoid the command line, there is usually a way give execute permission from
inside a File Manager.

In GNOME Files (Nautilus), simply:

1. Right-click on the Applmage and select "Properties".
2. Open the "Permissions" tab.
3. Enable the option labelled "Allow executing file as a program".

The process may be slightly different in other file managers.
Step 3 - Runiit!

Now you should be able to run the program simply by double-clicking on it!

When you downloaded the Applmage it was probably saved in your Downloads folder, but you
can move somewhere else it at any time (e.g. you could put it on your desktop for easy access).
If you ever want to remove it then simply delete it.

Installing the Applmage (optional)

You can run the Applmage without installing it, but you must install it if you want it to be
completely integrated with your desktop environment. This has the following benefits:

» Adds the Applmage to your Applications Menu or Launcher

« Sets the correct icons for MuseScore's files (MSCZ, MSCX) and for MusicXML files (MXL,
XML)

« Makes the Applmage available via your File Manager's right-click "Open with..." menu

To install it, run the Applmage from the Terminal with the "install" option $ee immediately
below). This copies a desktop file and various icons to your computer. If you want to remove
them you will need to run the "remove" option before you delete the Applmage. This does not
affect any scores created with any version of MuseScore.

Using command line options

Running the Applmage from the Terminal allows you to use various command line options. The
Applmage has some special options in addition to MuseScore's normal command line options.

You will need to change directory (cd) to wherever the Applmage is saved your system, for
example:

cd ~/Desktop
./MuseScore*.AppImage *option*

Or give the path to the Applmage:
~/desktop/MuseScore*.AppImage *option*

Use the "--help" and "man" options to get more information about the available command line
options:

10


https://musescore.org/en/node/38301

./MuseScore* .AppImage --help # displays a complete list of command line options
./MuseScore* .AppImage man # displays the manual page (explains what the options do)

Distribution Packages
Fedora

1. Import the GPG key:

su
rpm —--import http://prereleases.musescore.org/linux/Fedora/RPM-GPG-KEY-Seve

2. Go to thedownload page of the MuseScore website. Click on the link for the stable Fedora
download and choose the correct rpm package for your architecture.

3. Depending on your architecture, use one of the two sets of commands to install
MuseScore

o for arch i386

su
yum localinstall musescore-X.Y-1.fcl10.i386.rpm

o for arch x86_64

su
yum localinstall musescore-X.Y-1.fcl0.x86 64.rpm

If you have difficulty with sound, see Fedora 11 and sound

External links

e How to run the MuseScore Applmage on Linux- video
o How to change the language in MuseScore

Do you have an unanswered question?Post it in the forum

fEmacOS L%
Install

You will find the DMG (disk image) file on thedownload page of the MuseScore website. Click
on the macOS link to start the download. When the download is complete, double-click the DMG

file to mount the disk image.
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806 __| MuseScore-2.0

Applications MuseScore 2

To install, drag the MuseScore icon onto the Applications icon

| MuseScore-2.0

Drag and drop the MuseScore icon to the Applications folder icon.

If you are not logged in as administrator, macOS may ask for a password: clickauthenticate
and enter your password to proceed.

OO0 Copy
Copying “MuseScore 2" to “Applications”
=

22.9 MB of 149.5 ME - Less than a minute

When the application has finished copying, eject the disk image. You can now launch
MuseScore from the Applications folder, Spotlight, or Launchpad.

Uninstall
Simply delete MuseScore from Applications folder.
Install with Apple Remote Desktop

You can copy the DMG on all computers with the "Copy" feature of ARD. Then, install
MuseScore with a couple Unix commands sent from the "Unix" feature of ARD.

hdiutil mount <Path to where you copied .dmg>/MuseScore-2.0.3.dmg
cp "/Volumes/MuseScore-2.0.3/MuseScore 2.app" /Applications
hdiutil unmount /Volumes/MuseScore-2.0.3

rm -rf <Path to where you copied .dmg>/MuseScore-2.0.3.dmg

12



If you want to deploy a PKG, you can make one with pkgbuild or with
https://github.com/scriptingosx/quickpkg.

External links

 How to change the language in MuseScore

Do you have an unanswered question?Post it in the forum

#f£Chromebook %3
MuseScore will not work natively on Chrome OS but there are some workaround solutions.

1. Via Crouton: Involves installing a Linux based operating system which runs in parallel with
Chrome OS, and then installing MuseScore on Linux.

2. Via software-on-demand service such as Rollapp: By just visiting this website, you can run
MuseScore in the browser, but you can only start scores from scratch and only save them
to your online MuseScore account through the menu File » save online..., and sound
and playback does not work.

External links

e How to run MuseScore on a Chromebook
o Check the installation procedure from the comments in this thread
 How to change the language in MuseScore

Do you have an unanswered question?Post it in the forum

B RIG

The New Score Wizard helps you to set up a new score. To open the New Score Wizard
directly, see Create new score (below). You can also get to the New Score Wizard via theStart

Center.

Start center
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Open a score. ., Close

This is the window that displays when you first open MuseScore. Alternately you can open it by
selecting it from view » start center... (keyboard shortcut, r4).

Here, you can choose between options such as

Create a new score (by clicking on the icon with the plus sign)

Open a previously opened score

If opening MuseScore for the first time, open the "Getting Started" tutorial score
Open an existing score from your computer's file system

See the "In the spotlight" score of the day

Search sheet music on musecore.com

Link to mobile apps

Link to follow MuseScore on social networks

Create new score

To open the New Score Wizard when the Start Center is not open, use one of the following
options:

e Click on the New Score icon in the toolbar on the top left of the window;
e Use keyboard shortcut ctri1+n (Mac: cmd+n);
e Selectrile » New....

Title, composer and other information

14


http://musescore.com

MuseScore: Create New Score 5[

Create New Score
This wizard creates a new score

Title: “ ]
Subtitle;

Carmposer:

Lyricist:

Copyright: |

| Cancel || <Back || Next> || Finish |

Enter the title, composer, or any other information as shown above, then click orvext >. This
step is optional: you can also add this information after the score is created (see Vertical frame).

Select template

MuseScore: Create New Score il
Create New Score
L)
Fal

Select Template File:

General
I oo - - - "
Il N
¥ M
[ .
* »
l ¥
¥ »
¥ ' ® i
b Choees Instruments o Tl (el . Barss Ol
Choral
T JEE T VR T Uy e iy g = g = < = = g = § = g = z = = g = gy -
e e e e e e e e e R b I I I
1 i - l
. - I |t W

| €Cancel || <Back || Next> || Einish |

Here, you can choose from a range of solo, ensemble and orchestraltemplates (discussed in
more detail below). If you wish to choose exactly what instruments should be in your score then
click on the "Choose Instruments" template (under "General").

15


https://musescore.org/en/node/36071#vertical

Choose instruments or voice parts

If you can't find an appropriate template, then click 'Choose Instruments".

&

Create Mew Score

Define a set of instruments. Each instrument is represanted by one or more staves

Common instruments

All instruments
Common instruments
Jazz instruments
Orchestral instruments
Early music
Ethnic instruments
v Keyboards
Piano
Harpsichord
Organ
Pipe Organ

Remowve

MusaScore: Create New Score

Staves

+ Flute
Staff 1

v Piano
Staff 1
Staff 2

*- Plucked Strings
*- 5trings

Clear

Visible : Claf

Treble clef

Treble claf
Bass claf

Cancel

Linkad

< Back

MU

Staff type

Standard

Standard
Standard

Next >

T

'

L

Einish

The Chose Instruments window is divided into two columns:

» The left column contains a list of instruments, or voice parts to choose from. This list is
categorized into instrument families, and clicking a category shows the full list of

instruments in each family.

The default entry is "Common instruments" but you can choose from others, including
"Jazz instruments" and "Early music". There is a search box at the bottom of the
instrument window: typing the name of an instrument there will search for it in "All

instruments".

« The right column starts off empty, but will eventually contain a list of instruments for your
new score, in the order that they will appear.

The most widely used staff is the standard type (five lines), butpercussion and tablature
staves are also provided. You can use the drop-down list under Staff type to make
preliminary adjustments to staves: for example, to change a standard staff to tablature or
vice versa, or to change the appearance of a tablature or percussion staff.

To add instruments to your score use any of the following options:

o Select one or more instruments in the left column and clickadd.
¢ Double-click an instrument in the left column.

The instrument names, and their associated staff lines, now appear in the instrument list in the
right column. You can add more instruments or voice parts, as needed. Each instrument added
in this way is allocated its own Mixer channel.

To change the order of instruments/staves, click either an instrument name or a staff and use
the up or pown buttons to move it higher/lower.
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To delete an instrument, or staff line, from your score:

o Select an instrument, or a staff line, in the right column and clickremove.

Add staff

This method is used to add another staff to an existing instrument in your instrument list:

1. Select a staff in the instrument list on the right-hand side (e.g. see "Staff 1" in the image
below). Click adda staff.

2. Adjust the Staff type, if applicable.

L MuseScore: Create New Score

Create New Score

Define a set of instruments. Each instrument is represented by one or more staves ,-T-{-‘i
All instruments W | Staves Visible - Clef Linked ° Staff type
v- Keyboards I Flute
Electric Plang Staff 1 Treble clef Standard w
» Plucked Strings Add [+ Piano
Electric Guitar Staff 1 Treble clef Standard bl
Electric Guitar [Tablature] Remove Staff 2 Bass clef Standard w
Electric Bass I+ Electric Guitar
Electric Bass [Tablatura] Staff 1 Trable clef Bvb Standard e
Frethess Electric Bass Staff 1 Treble clef v Standard w
&-str. Electric Bass Standard -
S-str. Electric Bass [Tablature] t Tab. G-str. simple
Tab. G-str. common
Tab. B-str. full

Tab. 4-str. simple

Tab. 4-str. common

Tab. 4-str. full -

Tab. B-str. simple

Tab. 5-str. commaon
Add Staff Tab. B-str. ful w

Add Linked Staff

ebactr Clear

Cancel < Back | Mext>  Finish

Each instrument staff can be edited independently of the other(s). All staves share the same
instrument name and Mixer channel.

You can use add staff to create anunlinked staff/tablature system for the guitar or other
plucked-string instrument (see Combine pitched staff with tablature).

Add Linked Staff

This method is used to add alinked staff to an existing instrument in your instrument list:

1. Select an instrument staff in your instrument list (e.g., "Staff 1"; see image above) and click
Add Linked Staff.

2. Use the Staff type column to change the new staff as required.

Any changes to the notation in one staff will automatically be translated to the other. All staves
share the same instrument name and Mixer channel.

You can use theadd rinked staff button to create alinked staff/tablature system for the guitar
or other plucked-string instrument (see Combine pitched staff with tablature).

Note: To adjust the distance between staves within a single instrument (created with theAdd
Staff or Add Linked Staff buttons), use the Grand Staff Distance setting.
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Select key signature and tempo

MuseScore: Create New Score

Create New Score
Select Key Signature and Tempo: [

Key Signature

=t b e A W ety i 1

|}7 |}7 S
bl: t:n

T
P

Tempo

p—

S |
BPM:|100.0 &

_ Cancel | <Back || Next> || Finish |

The wizard asks for two things: The initial key signature and tempo of the score. Select any of
the former and click next > to continue. An initial tempo can be set here too.

Time signature, pickup measure (anacrusis), and number of measures

18




igf] MuseScore: Create New Score El

Create New Score
Create Time Signature

S

Enter Time Signature:

. Slilla

5 | s

Pickup Measure

Comwrstiaee |1 M
Duraton: | 1

fla >

Enter Humber of Measures:

Fat
Measures: | 32 W

Hint: You can also add or remove measures after creation of the score,

Cancel < Back Mext = Finish

You can set your initialtime signature here. If the score starts with apickup, then mark the
Pickup measure checkbox and adjust the time signature (a setting known in the context menu
'Measure Properties' as actual duration).

Measures is set to 32 by default: you can change the number here, or add/remove measures
later from the score.

Click rinish to create your new score.
Adjustments to score after creation

Any settings you make in the New Score Wizard can always be changed when you start work on
the score itself:

Add/Delete Measures

To add/delete measures or create a pickup, seeMeasure operations
Add/Edit text

To change any text, see Text editing. To add a missing Title (or other text item), use the menu
Add » Text -» Title (Or other text item)

Change Instrument set-up

To add, delete, or change the order of instruments, use the menuedit » Instruments... Of
press 1. This opens the Instruments dialog which is virtually identical to the Chose Instruments
dialog in the New Score Wizard (see above).

See also Change instrument (Staff properties).

Templates

The second screen of the new score wizard allows you to choose a template to create a new

19
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score from (see above for details). To create a score using this method, click on a template
instead of the "Choose Instruments" option. Continue and finish the new score wizard as usual.

Template files are normal MuseScore files, stored in a template folder. There are two template
folders created by default: the system template folder that contains the templates installed with
MuseScore and should not be modified, and a private user template folder to add your own
templates to. You can create a custom template that will show in the new score wizard by simply
saving a score into that folder.

User template folder

You can configure the location of your private templates folder inedit » Preferences... -
General, but MuseScore does create a folder for this purpose.

On Windows, the user template folder is located at
$HOMEPATH% \Documents\MuseScore2\Templates.

On macOS and Linux, the user template folder is located at~/pocuments/MuseScore2/Templates.

The new score wizard will show templates from both the system and the user template folder.
System template folder

The content of this folder should not be modified.

On Windows, the system template folder is usually located atc:\program Files\Musescore
2\templates Or in the 64-bit versions atc:\pProgram Files (x86)\MuseScore 2\templates.

On Linux, look under /usr/share/mscore-xxx if you installed from the package manager. If you
compiled MuseScore on Linux yourself, then look under /usr/local/share/mscore-xxx (With xxx
being the version you are using).

On macQOS, look under /applications/MuseScore 2.app/Contents/Resources/templates.
See also

o Key signature
o Time signature
o Clef

e Tempo
o Staff properties

External links

¢ Video tutorial: MuseScore in Minutes: Lesson 1 - Score Setup

Do you have an unanswered question?Post it in the forum
EEREREHME
MuseScore will be installed and work with your "System" language (the one used for most

programs, and generally depending on your country and the language settings of the PC, or
account).

Change language

1. GotoEdit » Preferences... (Mac: MuseScore -» Preferences.. )

2. In the general tab, there is aranguage section:
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You can change it and also update the translation with theupdate Translations button. A new
window will appear, showing your language at the top - see below.

As then indicated, you will have to exit and reopen MuseScore for changes and updates to take
effect.

Update translation

You can update the translation as explained above, via the preferences settings, but there is
another method:

1. Goto Help -» Resource Manager

2. Click on the Update button
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MuseScore Resources

] >

| Languages |
Language Filename File Size Install Update
Endlish (LIS) locale_en_US.zip 6.14 KB pdate
Afrikaans locale_af. zip 23.82KB pdate
CApE | locale_ar. zip 36.88 KB pdate
Asturianu locale_ast.zip 99,48 KB Update
Benapyckan MoBa locale_be.zip 35.63 KB Update
DEnraposm locale_bag.zip 132,10 KB Update
Catald locale_ca.zip 209.87 KB Update
Valencia locale_ca@valenda.zip | 385.31KB pdate
Ceétina locale_cs.zip 450,02 KB Update
Dansk locale_da.zip 403,28 KB pdate
Deutsch locale_de.zip 457,95 KB Update
shAmvika locale_el.zip 304,45 KB Update
English (GB) locale_en_GB.zip 433,26 KB Update

Here too you will have to exit and reopen MuseScore for the update to take effect.
See also

« Helping and improve translation

Do you have an unanswered question?Post it in the forum

BEEH

There are two ways to check for updates.

Automated update check

1. GotoEdit » Preferences... (Mac: Mmusescore » Preferences...)
2. Select the update tab

3. Check for update...
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il MuseScore: Preferences il

General || Canvas | Mote Input || Score || IfO || Import || Export || Shortouts || Update |
Automatic Update Check

+| Chedk for new version of MuseScore

Reset All Preferences to Default QK Apply Cancel

Now MuseScore will check for updates on every start and notify you, if need be.
Check for update
1. Selectrelp » check for Update

Help
Online Handbook
About...
About Ot...
About MusicXML. ..
Check for Update

Ask for Help

Report a Bug
Resource Manager...

Revert to Factory Settings

2. A dialog will appear with the update status: either "No Update Available" or "An update for
MuseScore is available:" followed by a link to download it.

Note: This menu option is only available in the Mac and Windows versions of MuseScore, as
those can be updated directly from MuseScore.org. Linux distributions have different
mechanisms to make updates available.

See also
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o Preferences: Updates

Do you have an unanswered question?Post it in the forum
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Do you have an unanswered question? Post it in the forum
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